Life in the Midwater! Plankton vs Nekton

* Plankton — drifters

* Nekton — Able to
move against current

* How does relate to
size?

Plankton vs Nekton Common Themes to Midwater Life

Reynold's Number » Transparency & Coloration

 Ratio of inertial to
viscous forces * Predation strategies

- Ambush, Lures, Hunting, Passive (e.g. Drifting)
» What senses are most important?

* Gelatinous

» Specialization or generalization?

Gelatinous Creatures Gelatinous Creatures

Siphonophores

Jellies!




Gelatinous Creatures

Ctenophores!

Gelatinous Creatures

Polychaetes!

Chaetognaths

Gelatinous Creatures

Crustaceans

Cephalopods — Big & Muscular




Cephalopods — Small & Gelatinous Vertical Migration

Vertical Migration

lllumination in Fish Strange Mouths!




Sharks! Midwater Diversity




